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U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS: THREE VIEWS 
TiITRO: 

IM A RECENT INTERVIEW PRESIDENT FORD REMARKED THAT HE 
WOULD NOT USE THE WORD DETENTE Ii! DESCRIBING U.S. POLICY 
TOWARD OTHER NATIONS. HE PREFERS THE PHRASE, RELAXATION 
OF TENSIONS, TO CHARACTERIZE U.S. AIMS IN ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER COUNTRIES. AT THE SAME 
TIME, HE SAYS, WASHINGTON WILL CONTINUE ITS POLICY OF 
SEEKING PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH. VOA'S VAN SEROPIAN LOOKS 


AT THIS SUBJECT AS VIEWED BY THREE LEADING WRITERS ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS: 
VOICE: 

ONE PROMINENT VOICE IS GEORGE KENNAN...AUTHOR, POLITICAL 
PHILOSPHER AND FORMER AMBASSADOR TO THE SOVIET UNION. WRITING 
IN THE MAGAZINE, "SATURDAY REVIE\!,"" KENNAN TRACES THE 
MODERN HISTORY OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AND CONCLUDES THAT 
WHILE THE TWO COUNTRIES HAVE PROFOUND IDEOLOGICAL AND 
POLITICAL DIFFERENCES, AN EASING OF TENSIONS IS A GOAL 
THAT THE UNITED STATES MUST PURSUE. 

IT WAS THE OUTCOME OF WORLD WAR TWO, WRITES KENNAN, 

THAT WORKED ITS MOST SIGNIFICANT AND MOST FATEFUL CHANGES 

IN THE U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONSHIP. THE FIRST, HE SAYS, WAS THE 
ELIMINATION OF GERMANY AND JAPAN AS MAJOR MILITARY POWERS 
STANDING BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, 

THE ATTENDANT CREATION OF GREAT POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
VACUUMS, AND THE ADVANCE OF SOVIET MILITARY POWER, BY WAY 

OF FILLING ONE OF THESE VACUUMS, INTO THE HEART OF 


EUROPE. THIS HE ADDS, PRODUCED A DIRECT CONFRONTATION 
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BETWEEN AMERICAN AND SOVIET MILITARY POWER THAT HAD NEVER 
EXISTED BEFORE. 

MISTER KENNAN DESCRIBES THE PRESENCE OF BOTH SOVIET 
AND AMERICAN FORCES II! EUROPE AS AN ANOMALY OF HISTORY. 

BUT, GIVEN CONTINUING RESTRAINT AND PATIENCE ON BOTH SIDES, 
HE SAYS, IT MAY BE EXPECTED TO YIELD EVENTUALLY TO A MORE 
NORMAL AND LESS DANGEROUS STATE OF AFFAIRS. THE REAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND OUTLOOK, FOR ALL THEIR SERIOUSNESS, 
HE SAYS, ARE LIMITED ONES. AND, IN HIS VIEW, THERE IS 
NOTHING IN THEM THAT COULD NOT YIELD TO PATIENCE, CHANGE, 

AND A READINESS FOR ACCOMMODATION- 

MISTER KENNAN SAYS THE SECOND OF THE TWO GREAT MILITARY 
AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF WORLD WAR TWO MAY BE MORE 
DIFFICULT TO RESOLVE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GROWING NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITY OF THE TWO SUPERPOWERS -- A CAPABILITY, HE SAYS, 
THAT COULD END CIVILIZED LIFE, AS WE KNOW IT, ON OUR 
PLANET. 

THE NUCLEAR RIVALRY, MISTER KENNAN WRITES, IS NOt THE 
ALL-IMPORTANT FACTOR IN U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS -- FAR GREATER 
IN IMPORTANCE THAN THE UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL 
DIFFERENCES. IN HIS WORDS: "IT RIDES ALONG OF ITS OWN 
MOMENTUM, LIKE AN OBJECT IN SPACE, DIVORCED FROM ANY CAUSE 
OR RATIONALE OTHER THAN THE FEARS IT ENGENDERS, CORRUPTING 
AND DISTORTING A RELATIONSHIP THAT NEVER NEEDED TO BE ONE OF 
MORTAL ANTAGONISM." 

OUR FIRST TASK, SAYS MISTER KENNAN, IS "TO MASTER AND 
TO BRING UNDER RATIONAL CONTROL, THIS FEARFUL CAPACITY FOR 
SUICIDAL DESTRUCTION THAT HAS BEEN LET LOOSE AMONG US." 
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THIS IS A PROBLEM ALSO DISCUSSED BY FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SPECIALIST ROBERT KEATLEY IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. MISTER 
KEATLEY SAYS THAT THE FORD ADMINISTRATION SEEMS SERIOUS ABOUT 
COMPLETING A NEW ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT WITH MOSCCl DURING 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. IN HIS WORDS: “DESPITE THE FACT 
OF THOSE WHO SEE U.S. CONCESSIONS DOING THE NATION A DANGEROUS 
DISSERVICE, THE ADMINISTRATION IS CONVINCED AN AGREEMENT IS 
IN AMERICAN LONG-TERM SECURITY INTERESTS." 

JUST WHAT WILL EMERGE AND WHEN IT WILL EMERGE REMAINS 
UNCERTAIN, WRITES MISTER KEATLEY. THE LATEST U.S. PROPOSAL 
IS IN MOSCOW, AND CHAIRMAN BREZHNEV IS TUDYING IT, HE 
SAYS. 

"THOUGH PITFALLS REMAIN, SAYS MISTER KEATLEY, "BOTH 
THE EFFORT AND THE LIKELY OUTCOME SEEM EMINENTLY DEFENSIBLE 
AND PROBABLY DESIRABLE. THERE IS WIDESPREAD AGREEMENT ABOUT 
THE NEED FOR STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS. EVEN SALT'S 
CRITICS CONCEDE IN PRINCIPLE, HE WRITES, THAT AGREEMENTS 
COULD PRODUCE A SAFER WORLD." 

ANOTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERVER OF SOVIET-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS OVER THE YEARS IN HISTORIAN ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, 
WINNER OF PULITZER PRIZES IN HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. HE 
DETECTS AN AMBIVALANCE IN SOVIET POLICY. ON THE ONE HAND HE 
FEELS SOVIET LEADERS ARE WARY OF A GENERAL OPENING OF RELATIONS 
WITH THE WEST BECAUSE THEY FEAR THIS WOULD ENCOURAGE 
DISSIDENCE AT HOME. ON THE OTHER HAND, PROFESSOR SCHLESINGER 
FEELS THE SOVIET UNION IS ANXIOUS FOR BETTER RELATIONS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES -- NOT ONLY FOR ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
AID, BUT BECAUSE OF THE CHINESE FACTOR. 
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HISTORIAN SCHLESINGER FEELS AN EASING OF TENSIONS WITH 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD STABLIZE THE EUROPEAN FRONT AND FREE 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT TO CONCENTRATE MILITARY STRENGTH IN 

THE EAST... TO PREVENT WHAT HE CALLS A CONSOLIDATION OF A 

CHINESE-AMERICAN UNDERSTANDII'G AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE SOVIET PURPOSE IS CLEAR, MISTER SCHLESINGER CONCLUDES: 

TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. BUT NOT TO THE POINT 

OF THE FREE EXCHANGE AND DISCUSSION OF IDEAS. 
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